
FIVE QUESTIONS FOR BCA 

SUPERINTENDENT WADE SETTER 

Minnesota Department of Public Safety Commissioner Mona Dohman named Wade Setter the 

new Bureau of Criminal Apprehension (BCA) Superintendent earlier this year. Setter comes to 

the position following a long career in law enforcement. He answered Five Questions about his 

new role and the BCA. 

 

What was your first impression of the organization? 
I came to BCA after a long career with local law enforcement so I was 

generally familiar with the organization and its excellent reputation. My 

experience focused on the law enforcement and training parts of the 

organization so I am quickly learning about the Forensic Science 

Service Laboratory and Minnesota Criminal Justice Information 

Services (MNJIS). 

 

What don’t people know about the BCA? 
This is more than a law enforcement agency – it’s a criminal justice 

agency. We provide unique, broad-ranging services to the public, law 

enforcement, courts, corrections, and probation communities. Our professional staff is 

absolutely dedicated to providing high quality services to the residents of Minnesota. They are 

very good at what they do and committed to continuous improvement. 

 

Everyone knows about the agents and the lab. What else goes on at the BCA? 
Although the public is aware of the support we provide to local law enforcement in serious 

crime investigations, they may not know we are leaders in other specialized areas as well. We 

develop and provide technology that helps Minnesota criminal justice agencies solve crimes. 

Many of those same technologies, like computerized criminal history and electronic 

fingerprinting services, are also available to the public. 

We also do a lot of training. In 2010, our training division provided 132 criminal justice courses 

to almost 3,500 practitioners in Minnesota. In 2011, 286 criminal justice/law enforcement 

training courses are on the schedule and we anticipate more than 5000 practitioners will 

attend. BCA training is an important service we provide and we will continue to improve it.  

The Minnesota Financial Crimes Task Force is led by BCA staff and is a local-state-federal 

task force focused on complex, multi-jurisdictional financial crimes such as identity theft and 

bank fraud. Many of these cases are prosecuted in federal court due to the seriousness of the 

offenses and would most likely not be investigated without the existences of the Minnesota 

Financial Crimes Task Force. 

The Internet Crimes Against Children (ICAC) Task Force is a similar operation led by a BCA 

agent. These investigators focus on the manufacture and distribution of child pornography. 



This type of crime is really about saving children from long-term harm caused by sexual 

exploitation. As you might guess, these types of investigations require significant computer and 

technical skills in order to be successful. These crimes are also complex and multi-

jurisdictional which make them an ideal fit for BCA’s statewide mission. 

The BCA also has a dedicated unit for the enforcement of predatory offender registration. Our 

Predatory Offender Investigations section investigates and prosecutes non-compliant 

predatory offenders throughout Minnesota.  

I also want to comment on the important work our lab does using DNA science as an 

investigative tool. Arguably the rapid growth of DNA analysis in the forensic sciences is as 

revolutionary as fingerprinting was to criminal investigations over 100 years ago. The BCA lab 

is a leader on a national level with its forensic science services, particularly in the area of DNA. 

 

How can the public help the BCA with its work? 

The best way for the public to assist the BCA is to report criminal or suspicious activity to their 

local police department or sheriff’s office. Many of the BCA’s criminal justice services are 

designed to supplement and assist local law enforcement agencies as we all work together to 

make Minnesota a safe place to live. Call 911 immediately if you see something suspicious in 

your neighborhood. 

 

What is your vision for the BCA in the future? 

I want to ensure the BCA continues to maintain its longstanding tradition of excellent and 

progressive service to the public, law enforcement and criminal justice communities. I intend to 

share more of the good work we do in an effort to create awareness of the significant and 

important contributions we make to public safety in Minnesota. Contemporary challenges in 

adequately funding government services will require us to study what we do and how we do it 

in order to be as efficient and effective as possible. I am proud to be a part of the BCA team 

and confident we will continue to build upon our tradition of success. 

 

Learn more about Superintendent’s background and his road to the BCA. 

https://dps.mn.gov/divisions/bca/about/Pages/default.aspx

